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same votes as himself, combining with the enemies of Freedom and the Union, North and South, thus sought to force into the Government the representatives of those who had been fighting it for four years, without the guarantee which Congress required of their fitness or loyalty. To do this, he used the patronage of the Government to disrupt the republican party and seduce from its ranks all those who were unpatriotic or corrupt enough to listen to the blandishments of power or the seduction of place.
That we have passed through these dangers triumphant, and as a party intact is due to the integrity and loyalty of the people, and their unswerving devotion to principles of Government upon which the republican party is based, and to their firm adherence to their party organization.
Now, your Excellency is aware that I had the high honor to receive the nomination as representative in Congress of the fifth district by the Republican Organization, with a unanimity second only to that with which your Excellency was renomin-ated to the high position you so well fill, at a state convention of the party over which I had the honor to preside.
Before such nominations it was the right and duty of every republican to canvass with the utmost rigor the claims and fitness of any persons seeking the suffrages of the district, and of that no one could have the right to complain, but after the nomination, no person claiming to be a republican, and specially one holding office by the sufferance of the republican organization of the state through their chief, had any right to attempt to injure the party by bolting its nominations. True, every man has a right to vote as he pleases, but no man has a right to publicly oppose the nominations of his party once made except upon grounds of personal unfitness. And in the case under consideration those have been expressly and publicly disclaimed.
Yet your Excellency's Adjutant General, William Schouler after a nomination unanimously made, by a letter written for publication and circulated by handbills through the district, endeavored to prevent the success of the republican party in the fifth district. That the attempt was impotent did not make it less wicked. That it derived all that it had of force from the position of the writer upon your Excellency's staff, and the supposition that it echoed your Excellency's sentiments, which I am assured is a mistake, I know to be true.
If the matter had only been personal to myself I had kept silence, because there are some men who always have and